
Angel on the Square  

by Gloria Whelan 

In 1913 Russia, twelve-year-old Katya eagerly anticipates leaving her 

St. Petersburg home, though not her older cousin Misha, to join her 

mother, a lady in waiting in the household of Tsar Nicholas II, but the 

ensuing years bring world war, revolution, and undreamed of changes 

to her life. 

 

The Underneath 

By Kathi Appelt 

An old hound that has been chained up at his hateful owner's run-

down shack, and two kittens born underneath the house, endure 

separation, danger, and many other tribulations in their quest to be 

reunited and free. 

 

The City of Ember 

By Jeanne DuPrau 

In the year 241, twelve-year-old Lina trades jobs on Assignment Day 

to be a Messenger to run to new places in her decaying but beloved 

city, perhaps even to glimpse Unknown Regions 

 

Iron thunder: The Battle Between the Monitor and the 

Merrimac 

By Avi 

Thirteen-year-old Tom Carroll takes his place as head of the family 

after his father dies fighting for the Union; but his job at the local 

ironworks, where he helps build an iron ship for the Union army, and 

his loyalty come into question when he is approached by Confederate 

spies to sell secrets about the ship to the South. 

 

Forged by Fire 

By Sharon Draper 

Gerald, a teenager who has spent years protecting his fragile half-

sister from their abusive father, must face the prospect of one final 

confrontation before the problem can be solved. 

 

The Unknowns: A Mystery 

By Benedict Carey 

When people start vanishing from a godforsaken trailer park next to 

the Folsom Energy Plant, two eleven-year-olds investigate using 

mathematical clues that were hastily planted by their friend Mrs. 

Clarke before she disappeared. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Heaven 

By Angela Johnson 

Fourteen-year-old Marley's seemingly perfect life in the small town of 

Heaven is disrupted when she discovers that her father and mother 

are not her real parents. 

 

Here Lies the Librarian 

By Richard Peck 

Fourteen-year-old Eleanor "Peewee" McGrath, a tomboy and 

automobile enthusiast, discovers new possibilities for her future after 

the 1914 arrival in her small Indiana town of four young librarians. 

 

Schooled 

By Gordon Korman 

Cap lives in isolation with his grandmother, a former hippie, but when 

she falls from a tree and breaks her hip, Cap is sent to a foster home 

where he has his first experience in a public school. 

 

The Land 

By Mildred Taylor 

Paul-Edward, the son of an African slave mother and a White 

plantation owner father, finds himself caught between the two worlds 

of his parents as he pursues his dream of owning land in the 

aftermath of the Civil War. 

 

The Brooklyn Nine 

By Alan Gratz 

Follows the fortunes of a German immigrant family through nine 

generations, beginning in 1845, as they experience American life and 

play baseball. 

 

Milkweed 

By Jerry Spinelli 

A street child, known to himself only as Stopthief, finds community 

when he is taken in by a band of orphans in Warsaw ghetto which 

helps him weather the horrors of the Nazi regime.  

 

 

 



Out of the Dust 

By Karen Hesse 

In a series of poems, fifteen-year-old Billie Jo relates the hardships of 

living on her family's wheat farm in Oklahoma during the dust bowl 

years of the Depression.  

 

The Outsiders 

By S.E. Hinton 

Rivalry between rich and poor gangs in 1960s Oklahoma leads to the 

deaths of three teenagers and intense soul-searching for one of the 

kids involved, a sensitive fourteen-year-old writer named Ponyboy 

 

Red Scarf Girl 

By Ji-Li Jiang 

The author tells about the happy life she led in China up until she was 

twelve-years-old when her family became a target of the Cultural 

Revolution. The book discusses the choice she had to make between 

denouncing her father and breaking with her family, or refusing to 

speak against him and losing her future in the Communist Party.  

 

Singer of All Songs 

By Kate Constable 

Calwyn, a young priestess of ice magic, or "chantment," joins with 

other chanters who have different magical skills to fight a sorcerer 

who wants to claim all powers for his own.  

 

Surviving the Applewhites 

By Stephanie Tolan 

Jake, a budding juvenile delinquent, is sent for home schooling to the 

arty and eccentric Applewhite family's Creative Academy, where he 

discovers talents and interests he never knew he had.  

 

The Thief Lord 

By Cornelia Funke 

Orphaned brothers Prosper and Bo, having run away from their cruel 

aunt and uncle, decide to hide out in Venice where they fall in with 

the Thief Lord, a thirteen-year-old boy who leads a crime ring of 

street children.  

 

To Kill a Mockingbird 

By Harper Lee 

Scout Finch, the young daughter of a local attorney in the Deep South 

during the 1930s, tells of her father's defense of an African-American 

man charged with the rape of a white girl.  

 

 

 

Touching Spirit Bear 

By Ben Michaelsen 

Fifteen-year-old Cole, trying to avoid prison, agrees to participate in a 

sentencing alternative based on the Native American Circle Justice, 

and is sent to a remote Alaskan Island where an encounter with a 

huge Spirit Bear changes his life.  

 

Three Cups of Tea: One Man’s Journey to Change the World: 

One Child at a Time 

By Greg Mortensen 

Greg Mortenson's recounts the experiences he had while trying to 

help impoverished villages in Pakistan's Karakoram Himalaya build 

schools for their children.  

 

A Tree Grows in Brooklyn 

By Betty Smith 

Young Francie Nolan, having inherited both her father's romantic and 

her mother's practical nature, struggles to survive and thrive growing 

up in the slums of Brooklyn in the early twentieth century 

 

The Mysterious Benedict Society 

By Trenton Lee Stewart 

After passing a series of mind-bending tests, four children are 

selected for a secret mission that requires them to go undercover at 

the Learning Institute for the Very Enlightened, where the only rule is 

that there are no rules.  

 

Turesight 

By David Stahler Junior 

In a distant frontier world, thirteen-year-old Jacob is uncertain of his 

future in a community that considers blindness a virtue and "Seers" 

as aberrations.  

 

Under a War-Torn Sky 

By Laura Elliott 

After his plane is shot down by Hitler's Luftwaffe, nineteen-year-old 

Henry Forester of Richmond, Virginia, strives to walk across occupied  

 

The Weirdo 

By Theodore Taylor 

Seventeen-year-old Chip Clewt fights to save the black bears in the 

Powhatan Swamp, a National Wildlife Refuge, in North Carolina. 

 

My Dog Skip 

By Willie Morris  

The story of a dog and his closest companion, the author, during their 

growing years in a small town in Mississippi. 


